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By and far, this year’s San Francisco Conference was one of the best NAES gatherings ever. Kudos
go to all of you who were able to attend and to the Board that worked diligently to make this such a
memorable conference. Special thanks and congratulations go to Sandra Holstein for her attention to detail,
working with the Sir Francis Drake, reminding us of the responsibilities we all pledged to accomplish and a
wonderful conference as a result. Also, special kudos go out to Linda Delgado for the great food and menu
choices, Larry Shinagawa for maintaining communications and advertising for the conference throughout.
Maythee Rojas for putting together an array of impressive panels and speakers, Isabel Cserno for organizing
graduate student events and the grad luncheon and Harriet Ottenheimer for working with publishers to
provide us with a most impressive book display. All of these folks composed a team that gave us a
conference that will be used as a template for future conferences and NAES programs.

The San Francisco conference brought together a varied group of senior and junior faculty, graduate
as well as undergraduate students who were able to connect and forge strong bonds around the scholarship
and issues attendant to ethnic studies. As we proceed with the upcoming conferences in Istanbul and New
Paltz, NY we do so as a larger much stronger and commiited organization. We also increasingly welcome
more and more international members into the organization and profit from the comparative perspectives that
they bring to the field.

This summer the NAES board met to plan the two upcoming conferences but also to chart the path
of the organization in the years to come. We are fortunate fo welcome two new members who were elected
by the membership to the Board in San Francisco, Dr. Annette Reed from the University of California,
Sacramento and Dr. Shirley Jackson from Southern Connecticut University, as well as new Board appointee,
Dr. Robin McKinney from Western Michigan University. We also say goodbye to long standing members
who have given a great deal of their time and sweat equity to the NAES organization. Dr. Jesse Vasquez,
CUNY, Dr. Rudy Mattai, SUNY-Buffalo and Dr. Faythe Turner of Greenfield College. All three of these
individuals have been integral members who have helped lead and guide the NAES organization over the
better part of a decade. Their particular leadership roles were paramount in terms of the growth and viability
of NAES. We shall miss them but hope to see them at upcoming NAES conferences and events. We wish
them both luck and success in their particular endeavors.

The NAES organization will be working on developing our internet presence this year and we ask
that you periodically scan the NAES website for information on the organization as well as details on all
NAES events and conferences. The website in time will also feature an interactive way for all of us to
communicate about topics and issues related to the organization and the field of ethnic studies.

The NAES Board and I hope that you will have a fulfilling and productive new school year and
hope to see you in November in Istanbul for our international conference and/or in New York during the

spring for our annual conference.

Larry J. Estrada
Larry J. Estrada, President
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National Association for Ethnic Studies
34th Annual Conference
Sir Francis Drake Hotel, San Francisco, CA,
March 30-April 1, 2006

The conference in San Francisco was a successful one,
thanks to a hard-working conference committee. With almost
300 people attending 80 professional and stimulating sessions,
this was one of our largest conferences. The hotel was very
accommodating, and the city beckoned people from all over.
With the presence of conference participants in San Francisco
from Turkey, Nigeria, Japan, Taiwan, Canada, Spain, India,
France, Italy, Mexico and Hong Kong, as well as all over the
US, and the first International NAES Conference eagerly
anticipated next fall in Istanbul, the National Association for
Ethnic Studies is well on its way to becoming the International
Association for Ethnic Studies.

Reflecting this world-wide community of scholars, the 2006
conference theme was Ethnic Communities in Transition, most
appropriate, also, for the entryway to the US that San Francisco
represents and for current issues, such as the restructuring of
Ethnic Studies programs in academia, the immigration foment
in Congress, and the arguments provoked by the Academic Bill
of Rights. Many sessions addressed these issues, as did the
excellent roster of plenary speakers.

The conference opened with the President of NAES,
Lawrence Estrada, welcoming everyone. Since Larry is listed
by David Horowitz as one of the most "dangerous" academics
in the US, he was able to authoritatively address the problems
facing ethnic studies in the current political climate. Then Dr.
Barbara Waugh, Director of University Relations at the
Hewlett-Packard Company, talked about her years of activism
within a corporation, where she developed breakthrough
programs for women and minority recruiting and world-wide
sustainability and technology programs. Her combination of
political and personal experiences in the story of her life and
work—an unusual mixture of data and emotion—was
especially engaging.

We were fortunate to have excellent plenary speakers this
year. Dr. Dana Crowley Jack, Professor of Psychology and
Women’s Studies at Western Washington University and
developer of the “Silencing the Self Scale,” gave an extensive
power-point presentation on women’s depression and
aggression. The plenary sponsored by the NAES Current Issues
Committee featured the noted scholar and journalist, Helen Zia,
who spoke about the current political climate, reminding us
that we are all dangerous people to an ultra-conservative,
imperialist government. Daphne Kwok, Executive Director of
the Angel Island Immigration Station, had an interactive slide
presentation about Angel Island; she then asked questions

about immigration history, complete with prizes of postcards
and rice crackers. Both Zia and Kwok are notably among the
most influential Asian American activists.

Another highlight of the conference was a roundtable on
Ethnic Studies for student members, featuring Dr. Johnnella
Butler, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs at
Spelman College, Dr. Charise Cheney, Chair of Ethnic Studies
at California Polytechnic University, San Luis Obispo, and Dr.
Gregory Mark, Chair of Ethnic Studies at California State
University, Sacramento. This was followed by a luncheon for
the students and speakers.

Participants blended learning with good food in San
Francisco. The welcome reception, sponsored by the
Hewlett-Packard Company, was held in the glassed-in
penthouse, the Starlight Room nightclub of the Drake, with a
spectacular view of the city at sunset. The luncheon featured
Oregon Poet Laureate Lawson Inada, Professor of English at
Southern Oregon University, who wrote a poem to NAES and
spoke eloquently about how the Japanese internment
experience affected all Americans. His son, Miles’, animated
film, “Legends from Camp,” based on Lawson’s poems about
the Japanese internment camps, was profoundly moving. The
closing banquet was accompanied by the Garrin Wong Jazz
Trio. After the dinner and awards, Dr. Vicki Ruiz brought the
reality of Latin American unionizing to the fore, concentrating
on Luisa Moreno’s experiences, in the context of her times, as
the only transcontinental Latina union organizer.

Dr. Ruiz, Professor of History and Chicano/Latino Studies
at the University of California, is an award-winning activist
and scholar, who was President of the Organization of
American Historians at the time of the conference. These
events were only part of the numerous exciting sessions during
the conference, where many aspects of Ethnic Studies in
Transition were analyzed
and discussed by young and
established scholars.
QOutside the venerable Sir
Francis Drake Hotel, the
bells of the cable cars
jangled, while inside. people
met and expanded their
contacts and knowledge of
Ethnic Studies. The city and
the conference proved an

energizing combination.

Dr. Sandra J. Holstein, ;
2006 Conference Coordinator u\é L




Dr. Barbara Waugh from the Hewlitt Packard Company, started things off
with activism in the corporate sector. HP also cosponsored the Starlight
Room Welcome reception

Graduate Student Luncheon was cosponsored by Office of the Provost at
Spelman College and NAES
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Oregon's Poet Laureate Lawson Fusao Inada rivetted us with Legends
from the Camp based on his book. he read a poem he wrote for NAES

Daphne Kwok, Director of Angel Island Immigration Station Foundation,
discussed the significance of Angel Island.

Helen Zia, activist and author, gave a plenary speech on the Asian
American community in San Francisco Dean Radar, University of San Francisco, introduced Daphne Kwok







